VI
DON FRANCISCO GINER (3)

The Lesson of the Master

"lElsenorProfesor!"

The voice of the bedell aroused us from our thoughts. We saw him
come along the corridor: Don Francisco Giner. He was a little man;
upright, with twinkling eyes, a clear forehead, and a stiff, white beard
ending in a point, like die hidalgos in portraits by El Greco. He looked
very neat and correct; but he was smiling. Attractive to the last
degree. He came up to us, greeted us like persons for whom he had
the highest consideration, stretched out his small, nervous hands in
yellow gloves, and courteously invited us to follow him into the
lecture room. Needless to say, we did so, with good will, enchanted
by such a friendly welcome.

"My friends," he began, after seating himself amongst us, "I
want to deserve well of you: and my greatest grief will be not to do
my fair share in this work of culture which we are all here to under-
take in common. I do not keep an attendance-list, or examine; so
your presence at these lectures is absolutely voluntary. I regret that I
cannot offer you my text-book, for I have none, and I leave it to the
choice of each one of you. As to the syllabus, I have had it printed,
and I beg you kindly to accept it."

We accepted copies, and could not fail to think of the difference
between our new professor, and others who had converted this
business of text-books into an easy way of making money. Then
there began a dialogue, spontaneous and admirable; real teaching.
We realised that we were in a new world. We came to have for
Giner an affection and a devotion which ran to wild enthusiasm.
Giner knew everything, foresaw everything; and he did so in such a
way that, while he eased brains which had become stiff through
having to learn so much by heart, he hewed and chiselled our in-
telligences with a redeeming and illuminating energy* The philo-
sophy of law, which had seemed to us something abstract and un-
sympathetic, now appeared as the science of the good and austere
life, and we understood the truth of that saying of the Master of